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March 
 
 

March 3 ñ Historic Resources  
Commission mtg @ 4pm in Stuart 
Municipal Bldg (5th Fl) 

 
March 9  ñ- Board Meeting 
 

April 
April 3rdðEaster Egg Hunt in Grace 

Court 
April 14 ð West End Assoc. Mtg 
April 14-25 ð RiverRun  

International Film Festival 
 

  

Happy St. Patrickôs 

Day!!!  

Upcoming 

Events 

Attention West Enders with Green Thumbs!  
Spring is in the air. This means itôs time to start thinking about the won-
derful community garden that Zack Elliott created last year as part of 
an Eagle Scout Project. If you would like to participate in the planning 
and the planting, please contact the West End Neighborhood Associa-
tion by email at thewestender@yahoo.com or by phone at 336-624-
6945. This will be a fun project for neighbors of all ages.  

RiverRun is looking for Volunteers!  
 

The time has come to reach out and recruit all of you wonderful volunteers for the 
12th Annual RiverRun International Film Festival!  This year's Festival will be an ex-
citing one with 11 full days, new venues, additional special events and expanded film 
categories. 
  

You can now sign up on-line to volunteer for April 14-25, 2010. Please go to 
www.riverrunfilm.com, click on the VOLUNTEER menu option, which routes you di-
rectly to the sign-up form.  From there you can either sign up on-line or download the 
PDF form, fill it out and mail it to our new office. 
     

Thank you in advance for your consideration. We greatly appreciate your support! 
Susan Campbell and Jane McKim  

West End Wants Your Feedback  
 

The West End Association invites guests to speak on topics of interest to our 
neighborhood.  During the last year, guest speakers at our bi-monthly meetings 
provided presentations on how to insulate homes from the ground up, refurnish 
vintage windows and make your own garden mulch.  What topics do YOU suggest 
for West End meetings?   
Please email the editor at jessicaroseflorence@gmail.com with ideas and for more 
information.  

West End Babysitting Co -Operative  
 

Once upon a time (circa 1980) in the leafy, magical community of West End, there lived 
about 20 families who had young children.  But they were sad because they couldnôt 
find dependable babysitters and they didnôt know each other very well.  And, lo, there 
appeared a fairy godmother, from the faraway city of Charlotte, who bestowed on them 
the gift of a babysitting co-op and they lived happily ever after, or most of them did. 
  
Ok, so we fast forward to 2010 and, once again, the still leafy, still magical West End 
has many parents who would love to recreate the co-op idea.  Here are some basic sug-
gestions gleaned from the memories of the (aging and therefore somewhat undepend-
able) original group: 
  

¶ A point system was used, and the points were owed to the co-op not an individual 

¶ If you had one child and you took the child to the a co-op memberôs house, it was 2 

points an hour; if you had 2 children it was 3 points an hour; 3 children 4 points, etc. 

¶ If you had one child and a member came to your house, it was 3 points an hour; if 

you had 2 children it was 4 points an hour, etc. 

¶ There was a book-system used then but now it could be done online.  This duty was 

shared by members on a rotating basis as a way to keep up with points 

¶ The system used the honor system, with the person doing the sitting calling the 

points in to the person responsible for the ñbookò.  It should be much easier with an 
online system. 

 
The secret of the success of the West End Babysitting Coop was the social part of it.  
Once a month the families would gather for a potluck with the children.  It was either at a 
memberôs house or, in good weather, at Hanes Park.  We used that occasion to read 
out the points so folks could keep up with their status.  That is, whether they owed 
points or whether they were owed points.  Parents and children got to know each other 
really well and that was one of the primary joys of the co-op. 
 
We each had a list of the other members with telephone numbers and addresses to call 
around to find someone who was available to sit at a particular time. (It seems difficult to 
believe that folks didnôt have e-mail addresses then but we were in the dark ages.)  
There were additional embellishments such as ñsuperpointsò which were used for week-
ends but no one seems to remember the details.  We, the aging, will leave it to you 
youngsters to work that one out. 
 
Now, a closing word from Wendy, the West End Windbag, whose legendary column in 
the West Ender in the eighties made her a household word and almost won her a Pulit-
zer or was it a howitzeré.. 
 
      ñWell, I was sort of everybody's Official Grandma back in those days, and it pleased 
me to no end to see all those young people in the midst of their reproductive years help-
ing to actively raise each others' chirren. Those kids turned out pretty well, and all the 
parents can take credit for it . . . except for those folks that up and moved away leaving 
77 points in the hole.  Anyhow, as I used to tell 'em over a big chunk of Boston Cream 
Pie at the potlucks, this here is a dang good way to ward off existential angst.ò    

Wendy, the West End Windbag      
Writing from her apartment at the Waikiki Assisted Living Center 

The West End Association Web Site  

We are actively working on making the West End 

Neighborhood Web site even better. Please visit 

www.historicwestend.org for information about our 

neighborhoodôs history, maps, links and member-

ship information.   

West End Listserv is a Yahoo Group  

To be added to this group, please send an e-mail to 

thewestender@yahoo.com .  

http://www.historicwestend.org 

mailto:thewestender@yahoo.com
http://us.f448.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=tphillips@lrbrealestate.com

